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County Council report – May 2025 

Flood schemes cash from government welcomed by council 

Councillor Paul West, Suffolk County Council Cabinet member for Operational 
Highways and Flooding, has welcomed confirmation by the Environment Agency of 
funding for flood relief schemes in Suffolk. 

The agency has announced that it will be spending £68 million on projects across 
East Anglia, of which flood schemes in Suffolk have been allocated more than £14 
million. 

Flood relief schemes across Suffolk will receive a share of the money from the 
Environment Agency. 

Flood resilience schemes in Needham Market and Debenham as a result of Storm 
Babet also get funding - £560,000 in Needham Market and £81,000. 

These projects, led by the Environment Agency, will fund flood doors and other 
measures to prevent flood water entering individual properties. 

Suffolk County Council supported the EA to identify affected homes and promote the 
availability of this funding. 

The council’s Flood Investigations and Grants Team also administers a separate 
grant fund specifically to support those properties flooded during Storm Babet. This 
grant closes for new applications in May. 

Suffolk Highways launches weeds and grass management programme 

for 2025 

Spring has sprung and Suffolk Highways has commenced its summer maintenance 
works, which will see teams cut thousands of miles of grass verges and treat 2,300 
miles of weeds. 

Grass cutting is scheduled to start in May, with the grass verges alongside A and B 
roads across Suffolk being cut first and receiving two cuts each summer. 

Verges alongside smaller roads, such as the county’s C and U class roads, will be 
cut once during the summer season. 

Cutting is typically undertaken by tractors with a flail as this is the most efficient and 
effective way to undertake the vegetation works and dry weather is required as, 
similarly to household mowers, wet grass can clog the machinery. 
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These cuts are solely for safety purposes and district and borough councils will 
usually supplement these with amenity cuts throughout the year. 

Suffolk Highways does not cut village greens, parks and open spaces, or rural 
verges that are not adjacent to the road. 

Weed treatments have already commenced across the county. 

Two treatments are applied to weeds in urban areas across Suffolk annually if it is 
deemed that the weeds may pose a safety risk due to obscuring visibility for road 
users or causing damage to pavements, kerbs, or surrounding walls. 

Weeds in rural areas are not included in the annual weed treatment programme but 
will be treated on a site-specific basis if they are identified as being harmful or 
noxious. 

All weed treatments are weather dependent and cannot be applied in high winds or if 
rain is forecast due to this reducing the effectiveness of the treatment. 

Glyphosate is currently used for the treatment as this is not harmful to people or pets 
and has proved to be more effective than alternatives previously trialled in Suffolk. 

However, a substitute for this is still being sought to support Suffolk County Council’s 
continued ambition to protect and enhance the environment. 

Further information on the grass cutting programme and weed treatment 
programme, including the planned dates for this to take place in local areas, can be 
viewed on the council’s website. 

Nature recovery plan aims to revive Suffolk's wildlife 

A new strategy has been drafted to help restore and enhance nature across Suffolk, 
and a consultation has been launched (Wednesday 16 April) for you to share your 
views. 

Suffolk’s Local Nature Recovery Strategy is one of 48 across the country, aimed at 
addressing the decline in nature and identifying a network of areas to help it recover. 

Together these strategies will form a national ‘nature network’, proposing actions 
such as the creation of wetlands, restoration of peatlands, planting of trees and 
hedgerows, and more sustainable management of existing woodlands and other 
habitats like grasslands. 

Suffolk County Council has been leading on a strategy for the county, working 
closely with other local authorities, nature experts, and a wide range of interested 
organisations. 

https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/roads-and-transport/roads-pavements-and-verges/trees-grass-and-weeds/grass-cutting
https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/roads-and-transport/roads-pavements-and-verges/trees-grass-and-weeds/weed-control
https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/roads-and-transport/roads-pavements-and-verges/trees-grass-and-weeds/weed-control
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This has been coordination with Norfolk, through the Norfolk and Suffolk Nature 
Recovery Partnership. The two counties are working together to connect and expand 
existing areas that are important for wildlife and connect across the landscape. 

The consultation on the Suffolk Local Nature Recovery Strategy is open to everyone 
in Suffolk - residents, landowners, land managers, farmers, businesses and the 
wider community. 

There is also the opportunity to view and respond to maps of local areas, where 
specific measures to help nature could be taken. 

Both opportunities to provide feedback will close on 11 June 2025 and can be found 
at www.suffolk.gov.uk/consultations. 
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